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his retirement after 36 years as a
Groundskeeper at Pekin Community High
School.

Jeff started working at Pekin Community
High School as a Groundskeeper in 1985 after
graduating in 1977. His professionalism, atten-
tion to detail, and strong work ethic will make
him difficult to replace. Jeff noticed when he
first started work at the high school that the
field was brown in the middle. It took two and
a half years, but he was able to grow the field
to be green and presentable for the students
who use it. Jeff is respected because of his
dedication to his profession and to the school,
and is well-liked by everyone there. | com-
mend Jeff for his hard work over the years to
make Pekin Community High School a beau-
tiful place where students are able to learn.

It is because of community leaders like Jeff
Downer that | am especially proud to serve llli-
nois’ 17th Congressional District. Madam
Speaker, | would like to again formally con-
gratulate Jeff Downer on his retirement from
Groundskeeping at Pekin Community High
School.

HONORING THE LIFE OF LEE COOK
HON. TOM O’HALLERAN

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 9, 2021

Mr. O'HALLERAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life and the legacy of Lee
Cook, who passed away recently at the age of
83.

After being drafted into the U.S. Army dur-
ing the Korean War, Mr. Cook served our
country with honor and distinction until he was
honorably discharged.

Known for his sense of humor, humility, and
devotion, Lee has left a lasting impact on his
community.

He is survived by his wife of 65 years, eight
children, twenty-two grandchildren, thirty-five
great-grandchildren, and three great-great-
great paternal grandchildren.

On behalf of my wife and myself, | want to
commend Lee Cook’s service to our nation,
and offer sincere condolences to his wife, Ella
R. Cook, and children, Alta James, Tommy
Nodestine, Nancy Brown, Christine Cook, Syl-
via Sloan, Sandy Cook, Martina Cook John-
son, and Frankie Cook.

My thoughts are with all who knew and
loved Lee as they mourn his passing.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 9, 2021

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained and missed a vote. Had |
been present, | would have voted YEA on Roll
Call No. 430; YEA on Roll Call No. 431; YEA
on Roll Call No. 432; YEA on Roll Call No.
433; YEA on Roll Call No. 434; and YEA on
Roll Call No. 435.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF MARVIN
SIMON

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 9, 2021

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Madam
Speaker, it is with a heavy heart that | rise to
honor the life of Marvin Simon, a distinguished
World War Il veteran, fierce seniors’ and vet-
erans’ advocate, and most importantly, my
friend for nearly 15 years.

Marvin served in the U.S. Army Air Forces
during the second World War. That service led
to a lifetime of supporting the needs of our na-
tion’s veterans.

Marvin and his wife Pearl moved to Florida
in 1985 and he became a strong advocate for
Broward County’s senior population. He was
Vice Chair of the Area Agency on Aging’s Ad-
visory Council. As a member of the Pine Is-
land Ridge Civic Association, Marvin was re-
sponsible for the county’s emergency medical
services having a base on the Pine Island
Ridge condominium grounds.

Marvin was also a longtime member of the
Broward County Veterans Coalition. He
worked tirelessly to ensure the men and
women who served our nation maintained
their dignity and wellbeing.

Marvin served on my Academy Nominations
Board from 2007 to 2014. In that role, he
helped shape the future of the military by se-
lecting students who will lead the armed
forces in the years ahead.

Marvin and Pearl were married for 73 years
before her death in 2020. They had two chil-
dren, five grandchildren, and eight great
grandchildren.
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Although Marvin is no longer with us, his
legacy lives on through the countless individ-
uals whose lives he changed for the better.

Marvin Simon was one of a kind—a selfless,
compassionate and a tireless advocate for
others in Broward County. He was a patriot in
the truest sense, will be profoundly missed but
never forgotten.

———

CONGRATULATING DR. DUANE
ESAREY ON HIS RETIREMENT

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 9, 2021

Mrs. BUSTOS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Dr. Duane Esarey, who is retir-
ing from the Dickson Mounds lllinois State Mu-
seum in Lewistown after many years of tire-
less service.

Dr. Esarey has been committed to the dis-
ciplines of archaeology and anthropology
throughout his life, especially in Central llli-
nois. He started his career in 1977, working in
the field as an archaeologist in the Archae-
ological Research Labs at Western lllinois Uni-
versity. In 1982, Dr. Esarey earned a pro-
motion to Director of the Archaeological Field
School of the University. The following year,
he relocated to Lewistown and accepted a po-
sition as Collections Manager for the Dickson
Mounds lllinois State Museum. Dr. Esarey
served as Collections Manager until 1994,
when he became Assistant Curator of Anthro-
pology for the Museum. He worked in this ca-
pacity until 2004 when he left to complete his
Ph.D. at the University of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill and work as Assistant Director for
the lllinois State Archaeological Survey in
Champaign-Urbana. After 15 years, the Mu-
seum welcomed him back on March 10, 2019
as Director. Dr. Esarey’s contributions have
been significant and irreplaceable to the profile
and growth of Dickson Mounds lllinois State
Museum, and the fields of archaeology and
anthropology in Central lllinois.

It is because of dedicated, innovative, and
insightful leaders such as Dr. Esarey that | am
especially proud to serve lllinois’ 17th Con-
gressional District. Madam Speaker, | would
like to, again, formally recognize Dr. Duane
Esarey and thank him for his service to the
collective Central lllinois community.
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